UsS 48, GEARTNG (Dmpial
Care of the Fleet Pust Orlics
New York, New York

At Sea
1% January 1951

Dear Friends of the GEARING:

This is "Familygram" mimber four of our South Atlantic AMITY eruise
to Africa and South Ameriea.

Qur last Familygram was mailed from Freetown, Sierra Leone on 21
December 1360, Before departing Freetown a 30 man Christmas Caroling
Group was organized. The eveninz of 22 December the group sang for
several 6F the govermment officials at their homes and were VALY
received,

Cor schedule was changed on 22 Degember so that GRARTING and.
VOGELAESAl'S departed Frectowm on the 23:d for Dakar, Senegal. Dakar
is about 450 miles northwest of Frestcwn and we arvived in the Cepital
I of the Republic of Saneral on Crrisimes cve, There wers protostant
g and catholic services ot board in Dekar Christmas ove and everyone
was attempting to got into the Christmas snirii. The weatherman coopsre—
ated by having the tefperature go dowm to £0°7 (our coosiest weather since
| we arrived in Africa), :

- Christmas morning saw Chaplain Davis (Iieutenant, Chaplain Corps)
present an excellent service aboard GEARING for the protestant persormel,
An Fnglishe-speaking priest from Dakar came aboard the VOOEISESANG to
conduct confession and mass. The Supply Departmsnt went all-ocut for'
Christmas dinner. A1l hands walked sway from the mess deck well fed.
weveral of the men mel French sailors and Senegalese Su”di «:a ashore 24
= December.and invited them aboard for Christmas dinner.
v "4 4 Thesship received air mail twice in Dakar. As your "GEARTNG-MAN®
‘ has probably told you, our incoming mail service has not been very good
during much of this cruise. This is due to ths fact that there are no
regular U,S, Navy or U.3. Alr Force flights into this area and all air
mail has to be routed through foreign airlines, The Fleet Post Office
| in New York has tried to ensure delivery of one shipment of mail in each
‘ port, but this has been diffiecult to accomplish, Several flights have
| been cancelled and a strike by AIR FRANCE pilots didn!t help our already
poor meil schedule, (We rendezvoused with UOMSCLANT RADM REED in
Bathurst and we hope that he will be able to tske some action to improve
ths mail service), The ship has received pércel post via surface trans-
poirtavion twice since our arrival in Africa, I recommend you use air
parcel Fgotn‘; if you want to send a packaze to your "CEARING-MANM,
GRALING gng VOGEIGESANG deéparted Dakar 29 Decerber and arrived n
Conekry, Cuinea on 30 December, Guinea obitained independence (from
g Fronee) dn 1958 ard is one of the lsaders of the "mentralist group" of
nations in Africa, They have received considerable nssistance from
Buceia, Comrwnist China, Canclielovakia and other iron curiain countries,
(i recéption in Conalry was not =s warm as in cthe» Afriean clties
vigited, The govermment, while outwardly friondly, did not appsar to
rave an effort to let wvisitors in the dock area, ste. Meay iron curtdin
citizens were seen in the streets, in the hotels and clubs of Conakry,

. Tu combined GRARTNG — TWUHCESING backetball team lost to the national

Jootoum of Juivea in a very close game. EBven ab ihi: sports event a laek

B ot tydstidh ""”jma."l;,}e@cle“ wes apparant.

":_'Fﬁ-".‘--j_J__.. s e e - = == —




The cosch ef the Guinea team was :Hingarlan -1: *+he basketball wsed
by the local tesm was made in Poland,

We departed Oemubrr cn 1 Jernary 1961 heading Tor ths Portugese
Colony of Caps Verde Isicnde, We arvived “n Trsl iy - tha randial of tha
islands, en 6 Jamuarv, The psople of Feeia wors ofte cager to maxe
friends with Americans.” Ths 1ulands bave belorzed oo Perovpal sinece
their discevery 1n 1460, Tne econeoy of the ccuntry is mostlr zovds
eultural, !Main exports are coffse, tromical fruiis, tobacco, suger cane
and sweet potatoes. The sihip smchored out during oumr suay da Praisz'which
resulted in only a few of the loc:l aitizens comine shesard to yisit,
Several of the crew (led by STOVER SIG) took an inberesting hike into
the mountaing just oulside of tewme The governmest Trovided transportation
for 75 men to take a feur~hour tour of the island. The ship prosided
a box Junch for our tourists to eat while enjoying the scenie baauty of
the igland,

GDARING and VOGEIGESANG departed Praia on 9 Jamuary and headed for
the Coasb—of Africa, We arvived -in Bathuvst, Cssbia the marning of 12
Januarye. ~Bathurst isthe capltzl of the Britich colony and photactorate
of Garbia, and is 8bout 100 riles southwest of Dakar, Senegel,

&8 you have probably read in yosv newapaper., on bask foree now
consists of the landing ship dock HERMITACE (74D’ RIAD!s flegshin), the
landing ship tank CRANAM GOINTY, the oiler NESPELEN apnd the des Lruyers
VOGEIGESANG and GEARIEG, RADM Reed is Commsnder Sowta Atlantic Force
and Commander Task Force 88, Captain E. F. Porter (in QEARING) is
Deputy, Commander Zouth Atlantic Force, !

As previously reported in the wire sevvice digpatches, the task
force has several hundred marines sboard the HERMITAGE and the CRAHAM
COUNTY. These marines are also participating in the Peopleetb-Pacple
program with amphibious demonstrations, parades » b2, Marines are
nomally earried by all landing ships, They will give demonstrations of
amphibious landing to the new nations of Africa, Five marire beiicopters
aboard HERMITAGE will be utilized for air asssult demcnstrations, delivery
- of medicines and bodks to hospitals and schools in the interior and other

wotthwhile pmojects, .

The American Brbassy in Dakar, Senegal has the additional respons—
ibility for Bathurst. The fmerican imbassador &nd his wifo came down to
meet the Task Forece upon our arrival 12 January, CRABRTNC Led previously
had the pleasure of rendering honors to Ambassador Villard when he came
eboard in Dakar, S - i

Mony of the men received invitations to dinner from the Furopean
Compmndty in Bathurst., The crew found the city to be small but one of
the friendliest, -

On 14 January 1961, the HERMITIGE and %he GRAHIL COMITY seceimed
orders to proceed to the Congo and report to the United Nations Command.
The mission of the two ships was to provide transportaticg from the Congo .,
for the troops of one African republie which decided to withdvaw 4,
forces from the present United Nations Operaticn, Prior to sailing, -
each ship trensferred U,S. Marines %o the two destroyers and the tanker
in order to have more space availshle for the "troop lift" éut of the Cengo.
GEARING peceived 2 marine Firsh I, and 42 enlisted mazines. They will
stay aboard ship for an indefinite period, The merines have heen inte—
grated into the various berthing compartments snd the wetch bill with our =3
mens The marines certainly are enthusisstic about being aboard & destroyer,

We have received information that we will tentatively arcive in -
Charleston, S.C. about mid-ipril. lNoturally this is sub jeaet to change,
but T will advise you immedistely if there is eny deviation from the above
date, GEARTNG should be assigned 30 daye "leave and upkeen" after arrival




ir. Oharleston, I hope most of the men-will he sble to take leave,
Our uexu schedvloed pert is Cotonew . Dohomey, ‘e will be in
Cut xc 1. from 24 to 29 Janvary, Dahomey is a formor Freach colomy °
and is now an indepandent remublic ernd a member cf tho Ua'tad llations,
I hope all of you had a v=y pleasant helsday seeson. Lwish se
could s:nd some of this pleasant wsather to ycu -- the precent temp-
erature is 81 °F,




