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The Story of Solant Amity

The Mission —

To send men-of-wor into on orea of ever increasing importance in the
world to demonstrate peace and friendship, In this area where newly inde-
pendent countries are struggling 1o find o ploce for themselves in the modem
world, we go to show thot the United States is reody and willing fo assist these
countries to take their place in the community of nations; and that all we seek
in return is their good will.

Each participating unit wos determined to make o success of the cruise.
Friendship is one of the intangibles which connot be measured. Nevertheless,
upon our return, we were certain that some of the seeds of friendship which
were sown will in yeors 1o come bear fruit, to the mutual benefit of the United
States and to the countries we visited during “SOLANT AMITY".




THistony of the
USS HERMITAGE

The USS HERMITAGE is the newest ship of its type sery-
ing in the Amphibious Force, U. 5. Atlantic Fleet, The
HERMITAGE is the second ship in the U. 5. Navy to bear the
nome of the Tennessean home of Andrew Jackson, the sev-
enth President of the United States.

Since issioning in D ber, 1956, HERMITAGE
has operated in the Atlanfic, Mediterranean, Caribbeon
and in the Indian Ocean. In that fime she has shown a ver-
salility which has earned for her o reputation as one of the
“Top Dogs” and “"Work Horses” in the Amphibious Force.

The HERMITAGE's primary mission is to load, transport
and lounch preloaded landing craft into on assoult area.
She can alsa serve as a boat haven for assault craft, conduct

helicopter operations, and serve as a control vessel during
Amphibious Operations.

Recently HERMITAGE received efficiency awerds in
engineering, communications, operations and the Amphibi-
ous Assault Insigne os well as the New award for serving
oulstanding food in her general mess.

HERMITAGE will adhere always o the highest stand-
ards of achievement. Whether it be amphibious landing
cralt, track or wheeled vehicles, bulk cargo or some other
materiol for quick delivery to o distant point, she will be
ready to load, Iransport and land it with the utmost dispatch
and efficiency. She stands as o symbol of Americon Sea
Power ready fo support our national pelicy in peacetime os
in war.




RADM REED passesses o remothoble vecord in fhe service of our notion. His carees
hay been worthy of emulotion from his Noval Acodemy days through his sevoral com

monds and distinguished combat experlence i WW IL Through his leoderchip the many
nissians of Operation Solont Amily wers pursusd wilh determination cad perieverande.
The contingency operations, wech as the UM, Groin lift end UM, Troop Lift, illistrate the

foxibility and versoliity of o weli-organized 1otk force vnder the direction of
onced Moval Offcer.
Implemertation of fhe Peoplo-fo-peopls Program cammerced in sarmest in Monrovia,
Liberia after & frial run in Rocite, Brozil, In cach port of call FADM REED parsanally supes-
ol whion ol fogd, books, ond medical supplies to neady achi ;, schoals,
and haspitals, In oddition he made afficial colls, hosted hunchaons, enerainad
foraign dignitaries both civifan and military, and partcipated in receptions dictated by
pratocal, At the same lime he commanded units of the South Atlantic Force e Waestern
Atlantic Ocoon during the “Santa Merle' incident.
As Commander South Aslantic Foree hie has computently direciad the force in on orea
ol increcuing workd -n-p.-,rru--'e Palitically and st orel of the South
Atlanlic has o vosl pole y xplolied by any ration. That weh o capable and
skilful officer should diract -ho United States Moval policy in this area iv most reassuring,
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Captain George 3. Rood
COMMANDING OFFICER

CAPTAIN GEORGE H. ROOD, USM, is o notive of Floride ond & groduate from the
University of Florido, Closs of 1939,

He wais commissionsd in the United States Navy in Feb. 1941, During Jopon's surprise
atack on December 7, 1941 he wos tha Officer of the Deck on board the destroyer USS
DEWEY.

In the course of his naval coreer Caplain Rood has hod command of the contral de-
shroyer ascort USE RABY, and the destroyers, USS E. G. SMALL ond USS NOA.

Under the Novy's Low Post-Groduale Program, Coplain Rood wos groduated with
degren in kow fram Gearge Washington University in 1950. Later, in 1956, he wos aworded
& master's degrea in low from the same imfitution,

Priot 1o faking command of the USS HERMITAGE in August 1960, Capioin Rood was
Chief of the U. 5. Neval Mission and U 5. Miltary Assistance Advisory Group fo the
Deminican Republic



Commander Maitin QU. Cornetta

EXECUTIVE OFFICER

COMMANDER MARTIN V. CORMNETTA, USN, a veteran of 23 yeors Noval service,
enlisted in the United States Mavy in New York City in June 1937. In October of the same
yoar he was commissioned on Emign.

Commander CORNETTA has served on board bettleships, aircroft carriers, and om-
phibious ships. He commanded the flotills flog londing ship, (LSFF-786) in 1948 and the
tank landing ship, USS CHESTERFIELD COUNTY (LST-551) in WS?

During World War Il he saw action in the hibis at Guadal, I ond

Iater of other Joponase held posts in the South Pacific
Before reporting lo the USS HERMITAGE, Commander CORMETTA served with the
Smaff Of ional Test and Evaluation Force.
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Preparation for Departute

The word won oul. HERMITAGE was io be deplayed on o four e
slx month good will tour 1o Scuth Americo and Alriea. The word of the
doy scon become “All mon-raled men lay to the pier for @ working
porty.” During the Foll months we looded condy, mogozines, books,
pocyciopedias, toys, tlothes, cannad food, and many other items both
day end night, Before we knew it departure doy orrived, As the band
ploysd “Anchors Aweigh”, the ship ecsed away from the Little Creek
Guoy wall, and the SOLANT AMITY Cruise was undarway.

The day the ammunilion conme

The woter barries is instafled



The depandents fnave ihe ship

We must say good-bys

And away wa weni



Samohaw we gel il all nboord

Hoak dowa




Motehead City...

THE MARINES COME ABOARD

The last of e
e And we got helos 1oa




Friendihip

TFinst Port,

While most of the Marines were spanding o week
sharpening up and weiding together o compatibile ond
efficient Londing Force en Vieques, HERMITAGE paid
o five doy vislt to San Juon. This wes the lost chance
to do any Christmas shop and moil poacksges home
bofore Cheistmas, The cruise had just siarted, and we
woro o bir apprehentive ohout whot loy ahead; but of
gur lash contact with on American port, we were oble
5 enjoy the warm Pusrto Rican hospitality. and inci-
dontally, s o beginaing of o mission to spread good
will-Tnerve & few dollar bahind ot the casinos

San Juan

Mairo Costle, Sun Juan




Christmes cancer! in cify square

Enjoying a cold Doecember in Son Juan



Thinidad, the AWest Yudies

"Diross rohsarnl” wor the theme of our inlfiol
vith te Trinidad, Wast Indies. 1n o threeday
schedule wo fearnod 1o handle ship visin, hil
dren's porties, command presentations, helo
demomtrations, and othleic exhibiion, The
city of Port.0-Spain prawded R and R ot the
Miramar, the Teahouss of the August Moan, and
other exofic esablishmonts. We leamed thar
the people 1o poopla progrom would require
much affart and initiotive on o successlul Aimity
st

Who et the cake?

Pressod duck far four

Downtown Port of Spain
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Welcome aboard Dovy Jomes

Choeging the Line

Far o while it lookad o3 if the pollywogs would have it
their own way. While the hanorable shellbacks plonned rore
tortures for the slimy pollyweg, the pellywoas united into o

hversh d ined 1o thwort every ottempl
by the shelibacks 1o humble the lowly pallywsg. King Mep-
tune's roar was heard throughout the ship os the lowly pally-
wog seemed to goin the upper hand, and with the help of
Dovy Jones, the Roycl Court ond tha 21MC, the best laid
plans of the pollywogs went asunder. The Jolly Roger wos
finally rolsed and the simy pollywogs wers brought before
the Rayol Court to pay homage io King Neptune and his
quesn. Whot followsd is oll @ matter of rocord, but it is for
certain that these wha were crouing fhe line for the first
time would remembar this doy for a long, long, time,

The wrath of King Neptune fall upon many o pollywog



“Pallywogs” pre-mifiation Hosnpipe

Shapely sthakers were in shad supply







Holding court. Ught




ecife, “Bragil

Oina of the many beidges in Redife

Brazil i the Giunt of Seuth America, Her people are
eharaetoriz 1y @ taatioss molon—o CONSCIoWs OWOrencss
of their podive future—o curiovs mixlere of modern indus
ny il tropleal eoser and on intere feeling of pride.
Ricile, the cuphal ol tha Pemambucn province weos our
port af call duting the Christmas sadsan. Isstead of Santa
e, we serw Popeo Moel, and we drask tachuce insiead of
cggmog while we latened 1o Frevo and Sambio Inad of
Rock ond Roll. Long will we remunber our Seuth Americo
Christmns in that lond of mobaia

Racife: childran sverywhen:

Amigs | dig your erazy fiddle






FIRST AFRICAN PORT

Monrovia, Libetia

Gur first part of call in Africa was in sight. What would if be like? None of us racily
axpactad lions, figers and elaphants fo eonm tha streets; but we still wandered os o whot
wa would find the Africon cantinent o be like. Instéod of the fions and elephants we faund
Manrevia to be the capital of o couniry rich in natural resources and in many instances
inhabited by pecpls whose ancestors enca lived in the United States. Liberia became the
first modern indepondent state in Africo in 1847, Since then it hes made impressive socal
and scanamic progress.

Menrovia was eur first Feople to People effort and gave us o preview of whot we
might axpect In athar countries. The Londing Force made a demenstration landing ot o
neairby beach, and this svent wos witnessed by en estimated crewd of 10,000, Such gigantic
crawds cama down to the pier to visit tha ship that even the Iocol police farce had frouble
contrelling the crewds. Fortunately, these people wers basically well disciplined ord spoke
English for wa aften feareed we might hove o mob on the pier instead of curious sight
seers. We loter Tound out that the visit of a U, 5, ship wos cansidered such o major avant
that people had walked to Morrovia fram oll over Liberia just to soy that they had been
aboard the Americon ship and spoken with the men of the cew,

All in slep




Prasident Tubman reviews honor guord

One way fo get around the fow

The beginning of a Hre




The compatifion wos raugh

They hod unlimited reserves

Grtor toam and epponents

26



Come donce with me

Nothing to # cats

Origin of fitferbug



Qambia

My thamb is caught

17157 in the shoda and no shode
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