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This part of the larger work deals only with those
iIssues pertaining to his contact with the United
States naval fleet under the command of Rea
Admiral Allen E. Smith, USN and the negotiatiors
occurring thereafter, resulting in the surrender of
the vessel, Henrique Galvao and his piratinc
henchman

Much has been written about his affair over the
decades. All too often the emphasis made sugge:
Galvao was a fpatrioto
nation seeking a change in the leadership an
political direction of Portugal at the time. Indeed,
representatives o fchePaurtd
the webmaster of Solantamity.com to obtain ar
interview as part of a documentary they were
preparing. A documentary flattering to Galvao and
supportive of his intentions. We declined their
offering.

However we l | i nt eeffotts, dis
Apirat i ngSantaoMarig tkihirgg one crew
member and injuring several others while imposing
his will, much like the dictator he wished to
overthrow, on six hundred passengers and three
hundred members of the crew was nothing less tha
political terrorism.

However the world and its leades, being what they
are, choseto provide amnesty for the lot of them.
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Some of our men, Catholics, attend the religious services in
the ship’s chapel. Salazar has it reported in Lisbon that we
are Communists and are committing acts of irreverence against
the image of the Virgin Mary in the chapel. I recall the great-
est anti-Catholic sacrilege ever committed in Portugal—when,
in 1954, Salazar was hailed as a political “saint” in the Church
of St. Domingos in Lisbon, in the presence of statues of Christ
on the cross. How profoundly anti-Christian is this man who
exercises tyranny in the name of God!

We are moving slowly in the direction of Recife, toward

our rendezvous with the American destroyer that is to meet
us off Recife with Rear-Admiral Allen Smith on board. The
world already knows about the meeting and the debarkation
to take place soon after. The passengers’ gratification with the
prospect is very apparent. The members of the crew seem wor-
ried: fear of not being put ashore, fear of the PIDE if they
are put ashore, an amalgam of worries that we understand
perfectly. Some of them may be sorry they expressed solidarity
with us. How many horrible aspects there are to the misery of
a people emasculated by a long dictatorship! The movement
on the decks has increased. There are more bathers in the
pool and more people in the bars. Airplanes are constantly
overhead. At certain moments it seems as if the Santa Maria
is being honored with an escort of planes in a diplomatic cere-
mony,
From Rio de Janeiro, along with news of enthusiastic dem-
onstrations on our behalf by Brazilian students, we receive a
curious report that provides a good idea of the alarm among
the Salazarist forces. Referring to the Santa Marid’s sister ship,
the Vera Cruz, which entered the port of Rio de Janeiro in the
course of a regular voyage, the report states:

A crew of 340, most of them strongly on the side of the
Sants Maria rebels, and only twelve PIDE men, surrounded
by animosity, make the Vera Cruz a dangerous burden for the
Salazar Government on the crossing begun yesterday. The
departure was delayed several hours by a habeas corpus pro-
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ceeding for a Portuguese sailor, Francisco Felix, who was
imprisoned in the ship’s brig for having shown solidarity with
the movement led by Captain Henrique Galvio.

At night we can see lights on the Brazilian coast.

And this reminds us that there is still a problem to be
solved, however much the news reports may confirm a po-
litical victory that—who knows?—may be the beginning of the
final triumph over the Iberian tyrannies.

MONDAY, JANUARY 30

Sometimes I am attacked by crises of fatigue, the result of
my not having slept more than two restless hours out of each
twenty-four. But fatigue is something a person can afford only
when he has time to spare. I certainly have no time for it.
Realizing this, I take a cold bath, which restores my vigor.

At daybreak we are forty-five miles from Recife. The con-
ference with Admiral Allen Smith is scheduled for tomorrow.
‘Whatever happens, I will never consent to enter Brazlian
waters until the new President takes office, since I have strong
reasons, already cited, for not believing in the democratic and
humanistic spirit of Dr. Kubitschek. There is nothing for us
to do now but kill time. And so, at very low speed, escorted
by many planes and several warships, we head south in order,
at the proper time, to turn about and arrive punctually at the
appointed rendezvous with Admiral Smith. He will come in a
destroyer, which he is awaiting in Recife, and which is ex-
pected to arrive there during the coming night.

The bulletins we receive continue to please us—even the
one informing us that an executive of the shipping company,
after a breathless arrival in Recife, has declared that “Galvio
and Delgado should be shot.” They say that this brave execu-
tive is a former officer of the merchant marine. I assume him
to be an unemployed hero of the same stripe as the Sania
Marid’s captain and a Catholic of Cardinal Cerejeira’s flock.

The most sensational news—so overwhelming that we won-
der if it is true—is that during a luncheon at the home of
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Senhor José Lourengo Filho, President-elect Quadros has de-
clared that he is my personal friend and that he would not
hand over the ship, asserting his belief that I would enter
Recife only after he took office.

This report has some foundation, for a few moments after
hearing it I received the following radiogram from the new
Govemor of Guanabara, a notable Brazilian political figure
who had vigorously supported Quadros’ candidacy:

HENRIQUE GALVAO, ON BOARD THE SANTA MARIA.

PRESIDENT JANIO QUADROS STATED PRESS NOW THAT HE
ASSURES DEBARKATION OF PASSENGERS POLITICAL ASYLUM FOR
YOU AND YOUR COMPANIONS AND WILL MAINTAIN HENRIQUE
GALVAO IN POSSESSION SHIP SANTA MARIA PERIOD EMPHASIZ-
ING FRIENDSHIP FOR YOU HE ADDED QUOTE T AM WILLING TO
BET THAT GALVAQ WILL TAKE THE SANTA MARIA TO RECIFE
NEXT WEDNESDAY STOP IF HE DOES SO HE CAN BE SURE THAT I
WILL GIVE HIM EVERY GUARANTEE AGAINST INTERNMENT STOP
ALTHOUGH NOT YET OFFICIALLY CONFIRMED THESE STATEMENTS
DIVULCED PRESS I CAN NOW TELL YOU THEY CORRESPOND
EXACTLY THOUGHT NEW PRESIDENT PERIOD CORDIAL GREETINGS.
~—CARLOS LACERDA.

I thanked Govemnor Carlos Lacerda, with whom I had al-
ready exchanged other friendly messages, and reserved for the
next day—the day of the inauguration of the new President
and of my meeting with Admiral Smith—my request to the
Brazilian Government for authority to enter Recife under the
conditions that I had already explained to Admiral Dennison,
including the condition that I be guaranteed possession of the
ship after the departure of the passengers.

In the presence of the press, Dr. Afonso Arinos, who will
be the new Brazilian Foreign Minister, declares: “I consider
the case of the Santa Maria essentially political and it will
have to be resolved as such.”

From Rio de Janeiro we hear: “An official communication
to the Portuguese Government, stating that Brazil will not
extradite Captain Henrique Galviio, was delivered yesterday
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in Lisbon by Ambassador Francisco Negrio de Lima, who,
as authorized for this purpose by the Brazilian Government,
personally called upon Senhor Qliveira Salazar, the Foreign
Minister.”

However reluctant Salazar’s supporters may have been to
recognize the growing extent of our victory, and despite the
operation of all the dictator’s machinery for mystification, evi-
dence was mounting that he had been completely defeated
in international political and diplomatic circles.

We hear that the Brazilian people, virtually all of them,
are on our side. This sympathy for our cause is reflected in
the Brazilian press, representing every political and intellectual
current in Brazil, with the exception of a few newspapers tra-
ditionally subject to Salazar’s secret allurements. We leam
also that the PIDE, having lost the favorable position it at-
tained in Kubitschek’s Brazil—where it operated almost as
boldly as in Portugal—is now resorting to desperate means.
‘We receive news of the amest, in Rio de Janeiro, of “a Portu-
guese youth of twenty-one who confessed that his brother, an
agent of the PIDE, had assigned him the task of killing Gen-
eral Humberto Delgado.” The young man was armested in
Room 818 of the Hotel Florida, where the General was living.

I send the following message, through the newspaper Ul
tima Hora, to the Brazilian press and people:

AVALANCHE TELEGRAMS WHOLE WORLD MAKES PHYSICALLY
IMPOSSIBLE REALIZE MY DESIRE GREATER CONTACT WITH THE
BRAZILIAN PRESS. PLEASE RECEIVE AND COMMUNICATE MY
APQLOGIES, I GREET BRAZILIAN PEQPLE AND THE WHOLE POR-
TUGUESE COLONY WHOSE HUMAN DIGNITY IS ALIEN TO THE
IDEA OF OPPRESSION REPRESENTED IN BRAZIL BY THE AMBASSA-
DOR OF PORTUGAL.

I make ammangements for the reception of Admiral Allen
Smith and for the debarkation of the passengers that may fol-
low our discussion. In a good-natured ceremony we stamp the
passports of the Spanish and Portuguese passengers with an
exit visa bearing my signature and the stamp of the Independ-
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ent National Council of Liberation. We do this without for-
malities, yet what we do is itself a kind of formality that will
certainly irritate Salazar’s officials.

In the evening I give a farewell dinner to all the passengers,
with the first- and second-class passengers both invited to the
first-class dining room. The purser plans the occasion with
impeccable care, as if this were a celebration for Salazar him-
self. It is my first meal in the firstclass dining room, and I
occupy the place reserved for the ship’s captain. After dinner,
most of the passengers ask Sotomayor and myself to auto-
graph the elaborate souvenir menu which states that the affair
mhhngplaeeontheSmtaMma’s “voyage to liberty.” After-
ward there is dancing and merrymaking.

During the night we receive the latest news and a constantly
increasing flow of radiograms.

From Lisbon: “The Portuguese Government makes known
to the United States and Great Britain its indignation regard-
ing the situation which, by their attitude, they have accepted.
Portugal makes strong representations to the Brazilian Govern-
ment wrging it to detain the ship and to deliver Galvio to
Portuguese justice.”

ing to the UPI, an official spokesman has indicated
the Portuguese Government’s determination to capture the
rebel leader Henrique Galvdo and to bring him to justice as
a common criminal for the theft of the 21,000ton ship, which
is valued at $17,500,000. The Portuguese Navy has received or-
ders to do everything in its power to recover the Santa Maria
or, if necessary, to sink it.

The shipping company—another mask of the Salazarian
State—has sent a protest to the United States Government be-
cause Admiral Dennison expressed his intention to protect the

but not the crew of the liner. And it complained to
INTERPOL, the Intemational Police Agency (whose presi-
dent is the former Berfa of Portugal, the founder of the PIDE
and for many months its macabre director) about the theft
of the ship.
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From Paris: “The Portuguese reactions to the decisions of
the United States Navy and the new President of Brazil, in
the case of the Sante Maria, are awaited in Paris with great
interest. In the diplomatic circles of the French capital, one
gets the impression that Salazar’s Government will be forced
to abandon its first tendency to treat the politico-diplomatic
consequences of Captain Galvio’s action with a mixture of
disdain and irritation. The case of the Santa Maria aggravates
considerably the already difficult position in which Portugal
has found itself since the recent session of the United Nations,
where Portugal was denied the place on the Security Council
left vacant by Italy. On that occasion Salazar’s representatives
bewailed the fact that, apart from France and Belgium, their
Atlantic allies had not stood by them. Now they are censuring
the United States for having failed them by the conduct of
the U. S. Navy in connection with Captain Galviio. There is
no doubt that Admiral Dennison has acted in strict accord with
his instructions from Washington, and, since Kennedy’s inau-
guration as President, no reason to suspect that any branch of
the American Armed Forces has behaved autonomously in po-
litical or diplomatic matters. What most confounds Salazar's
Government, however, is doubtless the benevolent approval
with which President-elect Jdnio Quadros apparently looks
upon the conduct of Captain Galvio, along with the political
activities now being undertaken by General Delgado in the
country that gave him asylom—Brazil.”

The political reactions to our case throughout the world,
though they assure us of a victory in the field of public opin-
ion, seem to be more emotional than rational, and seem also
to be characterized by the absence of great political leadership.
The chief cause of the emotion we have aroused in the world
is moral: twenty-four poorly armed men who have seized a
liner occupied by one thousand persons, however daring the
act may be, would not have provoked such excitement if moral
forces had not been aligned with them, raising their act to 2
humanistic level above and beyond the mere use of force to




178 Santa Maria: My Crusade for Portugdl

accomplish political ends. The free world must consider the
importance of these moral forces on world public opinion
without fear of their consequences on political alliances, which
generally are made with little concem for moral effects. For
example, people still try to identify Salazar with the Portu-
guese nation and to apply to him the principles of the moral
law which he, as an inhuman dictator, has flouted for over
thirty years, and this despite his defeat caused in large part by
the force of moral law.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 31

Today will be crucial for us. The conference with Admiral
Allen Smith, who is now on a destroyer anchored three hun-
dred and fifty yards from the Santa Maria, amounts to Amexi-
ca's tacit recognition of our political status as rebels. This
conference, together with the attitude taken by the new Presi-
dent of Brazil, will be decisive.

‘The day is bright and one senses unusual animation through-
out the ship.

The conference room is next to the Senta Maria’s grand ball-
room. The ship is anchored at the place agreed upon. Military
and civilian airplanes are flying about and there are numerous
vessels around us crowded with reporters. The ship has been
decorated in the expectation that it will enter port today for
the debarkation of the passengers. The crew seems worried
about its fate, but it remains disciplined and goes about its
duties.

As the hour for the conference approaches, Sotomayor
draws my attention to the American destroyer, pointing out
that its guns are uncovered and manned for battle. We protest
and the warlike display is ended.

‘We learn that a large number of newsmen from all over the
world are on board the destroyer and wish to board the Santa
Maria. 1 shall receive them with great pleasure after the con-
ference, but I declare Portuguese and Spanish journalists un-
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desirable because of the absence of a free press in these coun-
tries.

A number of American and Brazilian warships ride at anchor
or move in the general vicinity. Circling about the gala display
of the Santa Maria, they give the impression of a guard of
honor for a chief of state. In the flotilla is the submarine we
had heard about on the radio.

At ten o'clock, 2 motor launch conveying Admiral Allen
Smith amives, and the Admiral boards the Sante Maria. He is
accompanied by the commanding officer of the destroyer, Cap-
tain Porter; by the political chargé of the American Embassy,
Harry Queen; by the American Consul in Recife, Emesto Gua-
darrama Sanz; by Commander Hoffman representing the
American Chief Executive; and by varions naval officers. I
greet Admiral Smith at the top of the gangway stairs; our
commandos receive him with military honors; and I lead him
and his party to the room reserved for the conference.

The ship is also immediately boarded by a large group of
newsmen from all over the world, who remain in the ballroom
awaiting the result of the conference. Naturally, these activ-
ities are followed with great interest by the passengers, es-
pecially the Americans.

Sotomayor and the other members of purcNEA’s command
are with me. Our American passenger friend, a man to whom
we shall always be deeply indebted, acts as interpreter.

Cold drinks are served, the doors are closed, and the con-
ference begins.

At the Admiral's request, a transcript of the conference is
made. I can therefore reproduce it almost word for word.

ADMIRAL sMaTH: May a prest talk with the American pas-
?

cawvio: Of course. He may talk with as many passengers
as he wishes, of all nationalities. There has been no unpleasant
incident concerning the since we took over the ship.
ApMrRaL smaTe: I suggest that the conference be taken
down. Is this agreeable to you?

carvio: Why not? We have nothing to hide. We are de-
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fending our rights as rebels and our dignity as democrats. The
passengers can testify better than anyone else how they were

ApMiraL sMatH:  Thank you.

caLvio: Let us begin by understanding each other about
the conditions of debarkation. Afterward, you gentlemen will
talk with the passengers and they will be free to tell you what
they want. The only reason they cannot do everything they
wish is that there are rules of discipline we all must obey. The
central problem of this conference has to do with the debarka-
tion of the passengers and questions related to that. Today the
new President of Brazil takes office. He has given us assurances
with regard to the rights we have always demanded: safety for
the passengers to be put ashore, safety for the forces occupying
the ship, and protection of our freedom of movement. In order
to avoid the inevitable confusion on a day when one admin-
istration is replacing another, I propose that the debarkation
be scheduled for tomorrow. Mr. Jinio Quadros will be Presi-
dent of the Republic of Brazil and conflicts in point of view
will be avoided. We can enter the port of Recife tomorrow
morning at whatever hour you find most suitable. I want to
emphasize the following: when, as rebels and availing our-
selves of a basic human right, we captured the Santa Maria,
our intention was to head for a military objective. Humanitar-
ian considerations have induced us to change this plan and to
put in at a port for the debarkation of the passengers. We want
assurance that, once this operation is completed, we will be
permitted to continue. We have this assurance from the new
President of Brazil and we do not have it from the old one.
Apmrarn svare: I would like details about the nature of
the guarantees given by the Brazilian Government. The matter
is of interest to the world.

GaLvio: I leamed of these guarantees through declarations
made to the press by the President of Brazil, then President-
elect. In addition, six months ago, Mr. Jinio Quadros, then a
candidate for the presidency, assured me that, if elected, he
would support our cause.
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ApMIRAL sMrTH: I make a point of the Brazilian guarantees
for I am greatly concerned about them. I would like to know
if Captain Galvio is really sure of the support of the Brazilian
Govermnment.

caLvio: I have all the confidence that a loyal man can
have in the word of someone whom he considers honorable.
In helping us, a democratic government helps to protect the
liberty of all peoples. This consideration reinforces my confi-
dence in the honorable man who today directs the destiny of
Brazil. I have no doubt that his promise will be kept. But let
me say this: if unforeseen circumstances arise and the guar-
antees are violated, the ship will be defended and we shall not
surrender. This problem involves only us and the Brazlian
Government and people.

ApMirar smatH: [ have received instructions to keep the
destroyer Wilson in contact with the Santa Maria. Does the
captain see anything inappropriate in this unit of the Amerni-
can Navy following closely when he heads toward Recife to
put the passengers ashore?

caLvio: I see nothing inappropriate about it. If you have
been charged with the duty of protecting the life and prop-
erty of the American passengers, you must do so. I am refer-
ring, of course, only to the American passengers, for it is rather
our task to give the others whatever protection may be nec-
essary.

ADMIRAL sMITH: At what time do you intend to start for
Recife?

GALVAO: At whatever time seems best to you.

ApMiraL sMITH: Does the presence of a fishing boat near
the Santa Maria have any significance?

caLvio: It was hired by joumalists who find no other
means of transportation. Their coming is a good thing. Many
lies have been told in Portugal about the case of the Sania
Maria. They even say that the passengers have been barba-
rously beaten. I am delighted to have newsmen come on
board, except the Portuguese and Spanish ones, for they are
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transmitters of Salazar’s lies and would only be able
to say what he ordered them to say.

apaarAL sMarH:  That is your problem. What interests me
is the debarkation of the passengers. What would Captain
Galviio do if Brazilian ships interfered?

carvio: I would defend myself at all costs. I must say,
however, that the hypothesis appears absurd to me, for in that
case even interference by American ships would be justified
for the protection of American passengers.

ADMIRAL syaTH: I, too, do not believe in that hypothesis.
I think it not unlikely, however, that units of the Brazilian
Navy will follow the Santa Maria without interfering. In con-
voying the Santa Maria to the port they would be performing
an act of respect.

COMMANDER SOTOMAYOR: As Captain Galviio has explained,
we are not going to be able to enter Brazilian waters today.
But as soon as we have the official guarantees, we can proceed
to Recife or any other port that may be designated by the
Brazilian Government.

apmrar svarE: What will Captain Galvio do in the
cvent that he does not get authorization to enter the port of
Recife?

carvio: We will find out about this today. If the reply
is negative, which I consider improbable, we will reach an
agreement immediately as to the place where the debarkation
will take place.

ADMIRAL sMaTH: I stress the fact that under such circum-
stances there is not yet a final decision about the debarkation.

caLvio: And I stress the fact that the only reason why
I have not yet sought official confirmation is that I wanted
first to be sure about the result of this conference.

COMMANDER SOTOMAYOR: Let us remember that the prob-
lem of the passengers’ debarkation is inseparable from the
general problem of the safety that international law grants to
the revolutionary forces that captured the Santa Maria, in-
cluding the safety of the ship. The new administration in
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Brazil gave guarantees before it came into office, The confi-
dence of Captain Galvio and his companions in the President
of Brazil is unshakable.

ApMIRAL sMITH: ‘What will Captain Galviio do if he does
not receive the guarantees he expects?

caLvio: I repeat that the hypothesis seems absurd to me.
Assuming it just for the sake of argument, however, the de-
barkation of the passengers would have to take place else-
where,

ADMIRAL sMrTH: Where?

carvio: If a solution in Brazl is improbable, Conakry or
Accra would be indicated. In this case we would have to ask
the American fleet for fuel and water so that we could get
there.

AapmrraL sMaTe: Do you not think that this solution repre-
sents a violation of the one already reached?

carvio: I do not understand.

Apmrrar smrte: If Captain Galvio’s great womry is the
debarkation of the passengers, I do not understand why he
does not put them ashore tomorrow.

carvio: There are certain possibilities beyond which those
who fight for a cause cannot go, especially when they do not
yet know whether they can count on the support of the gov-
emments of the free peoples of the world. I repeat, howeves,
my conviction that the President of Brazil will fulfill his
promise. (At this point I read the telegram from Govemor
Carlos Lacerda, previously set forth, in which he discloses the
President’s thoughts about the Sante Maria.)

ADMTRAL SMITH: Let me emphasize that I am only Admiral
Dennison’s representative and that we both are working
twenty-four hours a day on the case of the Santa Maria. Our
concem is very great, especially with regard to the fate of the
passengers.

caLvio: Your concern is no greater than ours. We have
shown that we are humane and have respect for personal

rights.
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For all practical purposes, the conference was at an end.
After a summary of the points of view expressed, I informed
the Admiral that, while awaiting official confirmation of the
guarantees from President Quadros, I would make no decision
without first getting in touch with the Admiral's flagship.

I expressed satisfaction with the spint of understanding that
had characerized the conference and reafirmed my confidence
in the President’s promises.

After an informal exchange among themselves, the Amer-
can authorities went to the lounge, where almost all the for-

eign passengers were waiting for them. As they talked with these
pnssengexsatlength I went elsewhere, lest my presence impose
some restraint on the conversations.

(Later, in a press statement, Admiral Smith disclosed that
all the passengers with whom he had conversed told him that
they had been treated humanely and courteously, as we had
earlier told the world. Many, indeed, seemed enchanted with
their unexpected adventure.)

In addition to those who had succeeded in getting on
the ship, more than three hundred newsmen from all over the
world waited in the vessels that had brought them for the mo-
ment when they could come on board.

All the passengers were on deck, excited by their impatience
for the result of the conference and by the movement of boats
all around us. And, just as we gave and continued to give the
passengers the impression that we were at least seventy in
number, they now seemed to us to be at least fifteen hundred.

Suddenly a parachute descended from a plane flying over the
Santa Maria. It was the French parachutist Gil Delamare, in
the service of a news agency, and he tried to land on the ship.
The jump caused a great deal of excitement among passengers
and crew. Delamare missed his target and fell into the shark-
infested waters, from which one of our launches rescued him.
As a reward for his daring, I received him and greeted him as
our guest for as long as we remained on board. However mer-
cenary his feat may have been, men like us could not fail to
appreciate it. Half an hour later another parachutist tried and




