
 

 

 

PREFACE 

 

A free version of Galvaoôs full text is available on the 

internet and at solantamity.com in .pdf format . 

 

This part of the larger work deals only with those 

issues pertaining to his contact with the United 

States naval fleet under the command of Rear 

Admiral Allen E. Smith, USN and the negotiations 

occurring thereafter, resulting in the surrender of 

the vessel, Henrique Galvao and his pirating 

henchman. 

 

Much has been written about this affair over the 

decades. All too often the emphasis made suggests 

Galvao was a ñpatriotò and hero to those of his 

nation seeking a change in the leadership and 

political direction of Portugal at the time. Indeed, 

representatives of Portugalôs media reached out to 

the webmaster of Solantamity.com to obtain an 

interview as part of a documentary they were 

preparing.  A documentary flattering to Galvao and 

supportive of his intentions. We declined their 

offering.  

 

However well intentioned Galvaoôs efforts, his 

ñpiratingò of the Santa Maria, killing one crew 

member and injuring several others while imposing 

his will, much like the dictator he wished to 

overthrow, on six hundred passengers and three 

hundred members of the crew was nothing less than 

political terrorism. 

 

However the world and its leaders, being what they 

are, chose to provide amnesty for the lot of them. 
 

 



Santa Maria: My Crusade for Portugal by Henrique Galvao (pages 172 ς 185) 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 


